THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
attitude towards a woman are completely changed by the
merest suspicion that she has experienced sexual relationships
with any but themselves, however great the extenuating
circumstances connected with such relationships; who are
utterly unable to entertain the idea of marriage with any
such woman (Cp. Angel Clare in Thomas Hardy's "Tess of
the d'Urbervilles") or who in temporary or venal intercourse
will go to much trouble or expense to secure a virgin for
their partner1.
The import-          The   brief   review   which   we   have   undertaken   in  this
ance of dis- chapter of the displacement of the love impulse from persons
of the immediate family environment to objects selected from
a wider circle, is sufficient to show that the whole nature
and course of the love life of an individuaHs to a very large
extent dependent on the way in which this displacement is
achieved2. There is little doubt but that the further advance of
psychological science will reveal more intimately the working
of those mechanisms with which we have here been dealing,
and of whose nature and importance we are now beginning
to gain some rough preliminary understanding. In view of the
desirability of a satisfactory direction of the love impulse, as
well from the point of view of national and racial well-being
as from that of individual happiness and family prosperity, it
is to be expected that the further enlightenment which we
may hope for on this subject, will be, both practically and
theoretically, as important as any which the science of Psycho-
logy will bring us.
1  This psychic tendency must of course be distinguished  from the
sexual jealousy so characteristic of paranoia, which has been shown to be
due to repressed homosexuality,   the paranoiac  projecting on to his  wife
or paramour the tender feelings towards some person  or persons  of his
own sex,   which he himself harbours in his Unconscious.   (Cp. Ferenczi,
"Contributions to Psycho-Analysis," trans, by Ernest Jones, Ch. XI, p. 238 ff.)
Both the importance and the incestuous origin of this desire for
chastity are clearly demonstrated by the irequently recurring theme of
the Virgin Mother in religion and mythology. Cp. below Ch. XTV.
2  An interesting historical  case of one whose career was  probably
influenced to a large extent by quite a number of the unconscious motives
discussed in this  chapter is that  of King  Henry VIE of England.   See
J. C. Flugel,  "On the Character and Married Life of Henry Vm."  The Inter-
national Journal of Psycho-Analysis, 1920, I, 24.
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